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GOVERNMENT BACKS ANTI-MALARIA VACCINE EFFORTS 


Melbourne THE ACE in English 24 Jun 86 p 3 


[Article by Bill Birnbauer] 
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ISSUE OF IMMIGRANTS WITH ACTIVE TUBERCULOSIS DISCUSSED 


[Article by Victor Malarek] 


Toronto THE 
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CLEANUP OF CAPE BRETON CANCER-LINKED POND PLANNED 
Ottawa THE CITIZEN in English 21 Jul 86 p Al0 
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ONTARIO REPORTS WORST RABIES OUTBREAK IN PROVINCE HISTORY 


Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 2 Jul 86 p A3 


[Article by Marianne Steeves] 


[Text] 
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AIDS RISK, VANCOUVER PROSTITUTES TEST RESULTS DISCUSSED 


Physician on Risk 


Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 8 Jul 86 p A2 


[Text } 
A Vancouver physician says an 


| 


mation at the conference showed 


she said it now appears that figure 
will be a little higher, suggesting it 


increasing number of people who that the longer a has tested 

are exposed to the AIDS virus run positive for Al antibodies, the could rise to =bout 20 per cent, but 

the risk of developing the deadly _—— the chance of developing refusing to give a specific figure. 

aisease. disease. Dr. Lawson, a rologist at St. 
Dr. Lindsay Lawson recently “It was thought it was aboutSto Paul's in Vancouver, said 


attended an ir’ernational confer- 
ence in Paris 0.1 acquired immune 
duficiency syndrome. She said infor- 


10 per cent who (have come in con- 
tact with the virus) would eventual- 
ly get AIDS,” Dr. Lawson said. But 


Vancouver Prostitute Testing 


Vancouver THE SUN in English 19 Jun 86 p A3 


an estimated 4,000 to 6,000 people in 
British Columbia have been exposed 
to the AIDS virus. 





{Text } 
tion here W , 
Dr. Michael Rekart, who pre- aoe ae ar = — hw mere 
ee ae from the Gres ots iation. He said of 3,447 people tested 
of 21 prostituies whe ft inte bigh- in the fires six months, 53¢ camples 
risk categories for aceuired im- “!® Per cent) were positive. 
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CANADA 


AIDS INCIDENCE, COUNTERMEASURES DISCUSSED 


614 Cases Reported 


Ottawa THE CITIZEN in English 11 Jul 86 p A4 


[Article by Andy Ogle] 
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In theory, prevention is simple, 
already have AIDS. In the US. says Gilmore. Ny Biome « 
which has had 22,00€ cases, the to eliminate sexual diseases in 
incidence of heterosexual the past has not been that gro, 

It's : 
SS Guam, Guy Gael & Buf yy — 

And more of those infected are disease, Gilmore adds. 
developing full-blown AIDS. “The basic concept is if = 
Thorght to be only five to 10 per gle naa realhdecing 
cent at first, it's now estimated | . 
to be in the 25-to-30 per cent Heterosexual spread is not a 
range, and some experts say the major factor in Canada because 
virus could eventually cause few people are infected outside 
AIDS in everyone it infec'n. the main risk group of homosexu- 

is the new federal ‘unding al and bisexual men, who 90° 

to mount an effective at- count for 80 per cent of 
tack? Just a week after \pp's ences. a 
announcement, a Commons com- 7 


mittee studying AIDS recom- 
mended spending $12.5 million 


this year and $10.9 million a drug users, a major to 
year after that. health authorities. In New York 
“We may need more,” says City, says Gilmore, many intra- 
Gilmore, who has headed the Na- venous drug users are women 
tional Advisory Committee on and they sujport their habit by 
AIDS since it was set up in 1983. prostitution. 
aon ene Saag Se poepem Gas David Cassidy, an AIDS worker 
a oe with Montreal's Ville Marie So- 


Meanwhile, he says, the mes- 
sage from Paris is that despite 


major advances, AIDS 
is still the only real weapon 
available. 


While most of the new anti-vi- 
ral drugs, some of which will be 
used in clinical trials this year in 
Capada and the US., appear to 
be not too effective, they may of- 


what's happened to the gay popu- 
lation. 

“But I don’t think they per- 
ceive themselves to be at risk 
enough to be bothered with it. 
Unfortunately that's where the 
disease is going to grow. 

“The users in New York 


fer a pathway to future drugs, he City are the ca.es now and 

says. that's a heterosexual probiem. 
There are 7,000 prostitutes in 
Montreal and that's a very high- 
risk population.” 


British Columbia Incidence 


Vancouver THE SUN in English 25 Jun 86 p A3 


[Article by Anne Mullens] 


ter of new AIDS cases in said. “It seems to come in 
paemey PR inn in the last few weeks We'll go for a while without any” 
to 145 the number of people new cases and then all of a sudden 
who TT eaneiey Me pg will get eight or nine.” 
Dob Tivey sald Teesday “ In the last month the number - 
“prea thag i See 
levelling off earlier this year, but immune deficiency syndrome 
now it has jumped again,” Tivey cases approaching 700 last week, 











ep from 549 at the end of Apel, 
Tivey said. 


Se far about 70 
in B.C. from the 


Warrant for Prostitute 


Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 25 Jun 86 p A3 


[Text ] A bench warrant was is- Cadsvs acquited immune defi- 
sued yesterday for Donna ciency syndrome. Shortly 
Jean Newman, a 20-year-old afterward, she was freed .on 
Byward Market prostitute bail to await trial. 


who says she is a carrier of 
the deadly AIDS virus, when 
she failed to in provin- 
cial court to face charges of 
breaching bail conditions. 

Ms Newman told police 
when she was charged with 
soliciting in May that she had 


She was rearrested later in 
May for breaching three bail 
conditions and was released a 
second time after a brief 


AIDS is a fatal syndrome 


that destroys the body's abili- 
ty to fight disease. It is trans- 


mitted through blood and 


been exposed to the virus that 
otter bodily fluids. 


Winnipeg Hospital Policy 
Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 16 Jul 86 p Al0 


[Text ] 

WINNIPEG (CP) — Workers at 
Winnipeg's Health Sciences Centre 
who suffer from AIDS or related 
diseases could be forced to -_= a 
leave of absence under new po 
guidelines, the hospital says. The 

icy, approved July 9, aiso says 

could de banned from per- 
forming certain tasks. However, 
such steps would only be taken if 
hospital officials believe the em- 
loyee poses a potential risk to the 
alth of others. 
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SUSPECT CANS OF COKE CLASSIC REPORTED IN ONTARIO 
Windsor THE WINDSOR STAR in English 11 Jul 86 p D8 
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ONTARIO DOCTORS CALL OFF STRIKE AGAINST EXTRA-BILLING BAN 


Toronte THE GLOSE AND MAIL in Erglish 5 Jul 86 pp Al, A2 


[Text } 


The Ontario Medical — denne it 
was getting nowhere 
Government that vould not budge budge, yesterday 
called off the province-wide doctors strike. 

The strike was called on June 12 to protest 
ngainst Ontario legislation banning extra-bill- 
ing. The legislation became law on June 20. 

The fuil-scale strike will officially end on 
Monday, but OMA Dr. Richard 
Railton said doctors will continue to hold 
rotating strikes around the province “to keep 
the fight alive.” 

Pr. Railton complained about the Liberal 
Government's int in explained the 
decision to end the strike. It was made by the 
OMA's 250-member governing council after a 


Te th: co had to change 


direction in large part because of the “‘cal- 
lous attitude and 
ment, he told a Toronto press conference. 

He said the doctors “began to realize that 


we were facing really tough opposition 
have thrown ae ra © ae 


them as to the real AAJ, 
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“ACUTE SHORTAGE OF NURSES REPORTED IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Vancouver THE SUN in English 3 Jul 86 p Bl 


[Article by Ann Mullens] 


{Text ] 


/13104 
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An acute shortage of nurses in the 
province continues to cripple a 
number of B.C. hospitals, forcing 
cuts in surgery and bed closures. 

Si. Paul's Hospital, which last 
month reduced open heart surgery 
cases from 15 to six a week because 
it did not have enough critical care 
nurses to look after the patients, 
has had to further cut surgery to 
live a week, close wards and shift 
—_ to ‘consolidate nursing 
staff.” 

Monday, the hospital closed two 
wards of 25 and 35 beds and its 10- 
bed critical care recovery room, 
spokesman Faye Cooper said. 

The critically-ill patients nor- 
mally looked after there will now be 
in the intensive care unit, which has 
expanded from 12 to 15 beds, or the 
post-anesthetic recovery room, 
which has extended its hours to a 
24-hour operation. The nurses from 
the twoc wards, who are expe- 
rienced in looking after respiratory 
and cardiac cases, will be pooled 
with the nurses in ICU and PAR. 

“We have consolidated our criti- 
cal care are as so that all the nurses 
are in a geographically tight area,” 
Cooper said. ‘This is a short-term 
solution to the rroblem. We are 
closing beds and shifting nurses so 
that patient services are least af- 
fected. 

“In the long term we are actively 
recruiting nurses in the East.” 

St. Paul's, which has vacancies 
for more than 20 critical care 
nurses and 15 vacancies in other 
areas, is only one of a number of 
hospitals in the province facing se- 


12 


rious shortages in staff. 
In a recent survey, 


tailing in other areas. As of 
Monday, the Royal Jubilee Hospital 
in Victoria closed three of 16 
and cut elective 


problem,”’ said Peter Walton, 
for Vancouver General 


Staiistics from the RNABC, the 


B.C, Nurses Union and the B.C. 
Hospital Association show that in 
the past two years nurses have not 
been moving to B.C. in the same 


numbers as in a past. 
“Qur association is extremely 


concerned because the registration 
of new nurses is down at least six 
r cent this year,"’ said Gloria 
arker, president of the RNABC. 
The associations figures show there 
were 220 fewer new registrants in 
B.C. in 1985 than in 1984. 

The RNABC and BCNU say the 
problem is larg»ly caused by the 
failure of nurses’ salaries in B.C. to 
keep up to the rest of Canada. 

Starting pay for nurses in B.C. is 
$25,152 red with $28,420 in A.- 
berta and $27,687 in Ontario. 


CANADA 








TREE PLANTERS' SYMPTOMS OF HERBICIDE POISONING REPORTED 


Torento THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 8 Jul 86 p A9 


{Article by Christie McLaren] 
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ee a oe 8 See 
Cedar Snag Silviculture Lid. of 


:, Ont. 
The spray incident and the planters’ com- 


by 
“It could be the flu, it could be the food, it 
could be the dampness of on the 
eS 2 oe ae ie the 
from w. 

ithout blood urine tests, Mr. McGau- 

ley said, “we're pretty hard-pressed to state 
conclusively that this is a case of herbicide 


He said no blood and urine tests have been 


ately toxic. 

But in some individuals, the task force 
said, contact with the skin ts enough to cause 
“severe peripheral neuropathy.” 

The said that junior Ministry of 
Natural Resources employees in the area told 
ee ae Oe eS ee Ce oe 


- *Thave was no warning, or anybody telling 


! 
7 
: 


sticide drift — and found none within half a 
ilometre of where the planters were working 
last week, Mr. McGauley said. 
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BRIEFS 


LAKE CLOSED TO GROUP BAPTISM--A group of evangelical Christians attending a 
campout here gay want to pray for clean water - the man-made lake where they 
hoped to perform baptisms has been closed by the local health board because of 
an infestation of toxic algae. The organizers of the Jesus'86 outing, which 
began Thursday night, are making contingency plans to use “something local 
like a swimming pool,” said spokesman Mike LeClair. Eighty people were 
baptized at the Jesus ‘85 campout in Kitchener and at least as many are 
expected to be baptized during this year's four-day event. Mike Bragg, a 
spokesman for the Oxford County Board of Health, said swimming in the lake 
could provoke skin irritation, diarrhea or eye, ear and nose infections. 
[Text] [Toronto SATURDAY STAR in English 19 Jul 86 p B8) /13104 


1985 CHLAMYDIA INCIDENCE—Winnipeg-—A fast-spreading venereal disease that 
can cause infertility struck 7,884 Canadians last year, with one-third of 
the cases reported in Manitoba. Federal statistics show that Manitoba had 
more cases of chlamydia than any other province except Ontario but officials 
believe the province's relatively high numbers are attributable to a higher 
rate of detection rather than a greater incidence of the disease. Dr. Greg 
Hammond of Cadham Prevvincial Laboratory in Winnipeg said Manitoba uses a 
diagnostic test that allows a doctor to obtain results on the same day. 

The more time-consuming test used in othe: provinces has caused false nega- 
tive res..cs. [Text] [Vancouver THE SUN in English 16 Jun 86 p All) /9274 


CSO: 5420/82 
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BRIEFS 


TASK FORCE—St George's, 23 Jul (CANA)—The Grenada Government has set 
up a task force to look at ways and means of dealing with the dreaded AIDS 
disease, Health Minister Danny Williams said. The move is precautionary, be- 
cause there have been no reported diagnoses here of the disease, which breaks 
down the body's immune system. “We have sent down to Trinidad and Tobago, 
someone to be trained there, so that any time there is an area of risk, we 
le to take samples to follow up to see that we don't have this 
lished here,” Williams said. His disclosure came in the wake of 

newspaper here which said a teenaged girl had contracted the disease. 
Williams said the report was erroneous. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD 
GUARDIAN in English 24 Jul 86 p 5) /9274 
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HONG KONG 


PATENTS WARNED TO WATCH OUT FOR KAWASAKI FEVER 
Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in English 3 Jul 86 p 2 


[Article by Chalina Chung] 


Text ; being feet and the enlargement of 
— eal & cake we gh 
| A pecdisirc specialist, 
for any signs of their Dr K C Las. of the Gran- 
children suffering tham Hospital, told the 
from fever as it may ey hy - — 
A y _o~ . teristics to flu, and could be 
, we- infectious 
saki He said the disease was 
The disease causes Mood tg ets re | 
Clottong mmude the coronary in 1979. Bat there & 
arteries and can cause sud- of information on the ex 
den death tent of the ducase in the 
The death rate for Kawa- territory as there have been 
—p 4 St. no records kept on i. 
victims are usually — ted 
eam : nom temiaiesnenel ost 
eee © yer age ¢ al of about 80 cases @ year 
Hongkong baby who had Ste said 


the drvease cred suddenly 
its family objected to a 


“i-mortem, so doctors 


5% 
ef 
iu 


a chance to wady the oer gestante 2 

Causes calet at Prince of Wales 

The disease was first de- Hospital Dr Rite Song 
tected by a Japanese doc- said the has re 
tor, Dr _-pa=- sended about 34 enees cines 
ki in 1967, bat after 19 the hospetal opened 
years, doctors all over the | Dr Sung cautioned pe 
world are still trying to rents thet even when the 
determine its cause fever has gone, # some 

Seo far. have been times does not mean the 
about Shae case, oun child has recovered. She 
Japan the hardest bit fol- said it is important to detect 
lowed by the United States the cause of the fever im 

No precautionary mea- stead of just getting the 
sures can be taken since the temperature lowered 
cause of the disease 1s still 
unknown 

‘ of this myste- 


rows ase include high 
fever, shin rash, mouth 
rash and erowon of tongue 
and hips. swollen hands and 
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BRIEFS 


SECOND CHOLERA VICTIM--The Medical and Herlth Department yesterday confirmed a 
second case of cholera in Hongkong. The department said a 43-year-old man ad- 
mitted to the Prirce of Wales Hospital last Friday has been found to be suffer- 
ing from cholera, He was later transferred to the Princess aMargaret Hospital 
and is reported to bz in good condition. The patient is a construction worker 
who lives in Tai Po. As he had not travelled abroad recently; the department 
classified the case as a local one. Health officers from the department have 
visited the patient's wife and three children. The family members were medi- 
cally examined and given preventive drugs, and the patient's home was disin- 
fected by staff from the Regional Services Department. A department spckesman 
said that since there has been no secondary case there is no need to declare 
Hongkong a cholera-infected area. [Text] [Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in 
English 25 Jun 86 p 1} /9274 


THIRD. CHOLERA VICTIM—The Medical and Health Department yesterday confirmed 
that an Indonesian woman visiting Hongkong is suffering from cholera. Since 
the patient came from overseas, the case, the third this year, has been clas- 
sified as “imported.” The 34-year-old woman arrived in Hongkong from Indonesia 
with five relatives last Monday and developed diarrhoea the next day. She was 
admitted to Queen Elizabeth Hospital on Thursday and was transferred to Princess 
Margaret Hospital yesterday in satisfactory condition. A department spokesman 
said since there has not been a secondary case, it was not necessary to declare 
Hongkong a cholera-infected area. Health officers visited the hotel where the 
woman and her relatives were staying and the rooms were disinfected by Urban 
Services Department. The relatives were examined and given preventive drugs. 
[Text] [Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 8 Jul 86 p 23] /9274 


CHOLERA OUTBREAK DENIED--Dongguan officials have discounted a press report 

of a cholera outbreak in the county, about 130 km north of Hongkong. The 
report in the pro-Taiwan HONGKONG TIMES claimed that at least 10 people had 
died in the town of Shatouxiang and that the export of laichees, a 

favourite fruit at this time of the year, had been suspended. It also said 
cholera had spread to the nearby towns of Humen and Taiping. A spokesman 

for the Dongguan county government said he had not heard of the cholera 
outbreak, neither had an official with the public security authorities. 
Several local tourist agencies, operating laichee tours to Dongguan, also 
denied knowledge of the outbreak. The honorary president of the International 
Chinese Tourist Association, Mr John Lam, said he was unaware of any epidemic 
in the county. "Of course, if the report about cholera is true, the operation 
of laichee tours must terminate," he said. Mr Lam did not expect local travel 
agencies and China to suffer great losses, even if there is an outbreak. 
[Text] [Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 3 Jul 86 p 8] /13046 
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HUNGARY 


BRIEFS 


AIDS DETECTION LABORATORY--Our newsreel has been given the opportunity to 
fiilm--with the observance of the strictest safety precautions--at the Buda- 
pest laboratory of Koejal [public health clinic for contagious diseases] 
checking on the AIDS virus. At this laboratory blood samples provided by 
those coming in by their own volition and sent from hospitals are examined. 
This laboratory is one of the 40 set up on the instruction of the Ministry 
of Health. Some 5,000-6,000 blood samples can be checked here each year. 
Since 1985, Hungary has been supplying WHO with reports in every quarter. 
We have been authoritatively told that there are about 50 people in Hungary 
in whom the antibody of the AIDS virus has been detected. These people 
are kept under medical observation. [Excerpts] [Budapest Television Ser- 
vice in Hungarian 1730 GMT 27 Jun 86 LD] /6662 
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MYSTERIOUS DISEASE KILLING INFANTS IN RANCHI 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 6 Jul 86 p 6 


{Text ] 


/9317 


Ranchi, July 5 — A mysteri- 
ous disease has caused the death 
of many new born babies in the 
Khunti sub-division of Ranchi 
district 

The panic-stricken tribals of 
the area ate turning to occult 
methods to save their babies from 
the disease. 

Commonly called the ‘Hiran 
Rog’. (deer disease), the victims 
develop cracks in the skull two or 
three days after birth. The cracks 
subsequently expand with the 
passage of time and, within fort- 
night, the infants die 

Particularly prevalent in an 
endemic form in Hoeonth, 
Dherang Hat, Rumchu and Arra 
villages of the Araki block of the 
Khunt: sub-division, the disease 
poses the threat of killing the 
offsprings in must of the famubles 
in these villages and surrounding 
areas. There does not appear to 
be anv ummediate remedy for the 
aflected children 

The villagers treat the pa- 
tients with the paste prepared 
with the horns of deer and a kind 
of wild grass, which has so far 
proved ineflective. 

The whole arca appears to be 
deveid of any medical facilities 
causing the spread of such diseas- 
es as goitre, malaria and dysentry. 
There are at least two villages in 
the adjorning Tamar block name- 
ly Bursudih and Taladih, where 
cent per cent of the population is 
affected by goitre 


CSO: 5450/0179 
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This becomes evident as soon 
as one approaches the villages 
and finds everybody, right from 
children to old folks with swollen 
and protruding necks. Commonly 
caused by jodine deficiency, even 
small children have fallen prey to 
the disease. 

According to medical experts, 
goitre affects grown-ups, espe. 
cially after the age of puberty in 
case of females. 

The whole area alse malaria 
infested and almeust every house. 
hold is affected by it. Though the 
Government claims to have suc 
ceeded in eradicating the disease 
from most areas in the State. the 
poor adivasis of these villages 
have hardly ever been free from 
at. 

With the onset of monsoon, 
the villagers aleo fear the out- 
break of cholera in a virulent 
form. The memory of the last 
year which witnessed the death of 
15 persons of the Harijan Colony 
near the Khunti town is still fresh 
in the minds of the people. They 
say hardly anything has been 
done this year to prevent the out- 
break of the disease. 

Neither has the State Govern. 
ment banned the sale of ordinary 
salt and pressed for free dist ribu- 
thon of todised salt nor has it tak- 
en care to disinfect drains and 
drinking water to prevent the dis- 
ease caused by contaminated wa- 
ter and dirt 
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OFFICIAL GIVES DETAILS OF SUNDERBANS KALA-AZAR EPIDEMIC 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 28 Jun 86 p 6 
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INDIA 


BENGAL FIGHT AGAINST THREE DISEASES INTENSIFIES 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 1 Jul 86 p 3 


[Text] The West Bengal Government has decided to formulate a plan of its 
own to combat encephalitis, kalaazar and gastro-enteritis after repeated 
appeals to the Centre to include these three in the centally-sponsored 
health programmes were ignored, according to MrRam Narayan Goswami, Minister 
of State for Health. 


A Department of Virology is being opened at the Burdwan Hospital and Medical 
College to conduct studies on carriers of encephalitis which was till now 
believed to be carried by pigs. It is suspected that birds and cattle 

could also spread the virus. Each year Burdwan, Birbhum and Bankura have 

to contend with this killer disease. The Virology Department in Burdwan 
will work in tandem with the School of Tropical Medicine and the Pune 
National Institute of Virology. 


Steps to combat kalaazar have been drawn up in consultation with Bihar 
because this disease is common to contiguous districts in both states, 
like Malda and West Dinajpur in West Bengal and Purnea and Katihar in 
Bihar. This year, it has spread to the Sunderbans. West Bengal has drawn 
up a plan which will be set in motion soon to tackle kalaazar. The plan 
is being forwarded to Bihar. 


Gastro-enteritis, another major headache for the Health Department, is 

being tackled at a different level. The Sunderbans is one of the areas 
where the disease recurs every year. At a recent meeting it was decided 

to have block-level health committees in 14 out of the 19 blocks which fall 
within the Sunderbans in South 24 Parganas. The committees will be made 

up of panchayat members and health officials who are expected to educate 

the villagers to keep drinking water free of contamination. Halogen tablets, 
bleaching powder and oral rehydration tablets will be stored in gram pan- 
chayat offices. The Health Department hopes to go in for health block 

level committees throughout the State. 


Mr Goswami said that the incidence of kalaazar in the Sunderbans was not as 
high as had been reported in the newspapers, according to a team of doctors 
who had just come back from the affected areas. A programme had been 

undertaken to use DDT on the sand fly which is said to cause kalaazar. Only 
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one village is not being sprayed so as to trap the sand flies and conduct 
some experiments. The team has warned doctors in the area to be careful 
and mot to treat common fever on the assumption that it was kalaazar. 


The Minister said that the panchayat authorities of Toofangunj in Cooch 
Behar had sent word that there was a severe outbreak of malaria in the area. 
Mr Goswami said this could could be because in the contiguous districts in 
Bangladesh malaria was rampant. Precautionary measures had been initiated 
and medicine stocks have been arranged for to tackle malaria in Toofangung. 


/9317 
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REPORTS ON AIDS DEVELOPMENTS IN PUNE, SRINAGAR 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 28 Jun 86 p 
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DANGERS OF, FIGHT AGAINST AIDS IN INDIA REVIEWED 


Fear ‘Exaggerated’ 


Madras THE HINDU in English 1 Jul 86 p 1? 


[Excerpt] 
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Reference, Surveillance Centers 


Madras THE HINDU in English 1 Jul 86 p 17 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


ARUNACHAL DYSENTERY DEATHS--Itanagar, July 7 (PTI)--Altogether 37 persons, 
including children, have died of a water-borne dysentery-like disease in the 
East Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh during the last two months, 
according to Mrs Nyare Welli, MLA of the area. Mrs Welli said here yester- 
day that many affected people had been removed to the Tezpur civil hospital. 
She has sought immediate medical relief to meet the situation. [Text] 
[Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 8 Jul 86 p 5] /9317 


MALARIA IN COOCH BEHAR--Calcutta, June 30--A malaria epidemic has broken 
out at Toofangunge in Cooch Behar district, according to the state minister 
of health, Mr Ram Narayan Goswami. Mr Goswami told newsmen at Writers’ 
Buildings today that radiograms had been sent to the district magistrate 
and district chief medical officer asking them to take precautionary 
measures. "All possible resources, including doctors and medicines, are 
being mobilised to deal with the problem," Mr Goswami said. He added 

that the director of malaria, Dr Nirmal Chowdhury, would be leaving for 
Cooch Behar on Thursday to make an on-the-spot study. [Text] [Calcutta 

THE TELEGRAPH in English 1 Jul 86 p 4] /9317 


CSO: 5450/0180 


33 











INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA OUTBREAK IN NORTH SUMATRA--Jakarta, 28 Jul (AFP)--A cholera outbreak 
in north Sumatra has left 48 people dead and at least another 837 seriously 
ill, a newspaper reported Monday. The daily KOMPAS said the disease struck 
the North Tapanuli and Langkat Districts last week. The daily quoted B. 
Sinaga, head of the prevention of infectious diseases unit in North 
Tapanuli, as saying that clinics were nearly out of drugs. He said that 
local health centers had run out of beds and many of the sick had to be 
treated as outpatients, [Text] [Hong Kong AFP in English 0318 GMT 28 Jul 
86 BK] /9274 
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WARNING ISSUED ON MASSIVE DENGUE OUTBREAK 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 7 Jul 86 p 3 


[Article by Robert Goh] 


{Text ] 


412828 
CSO: 


KUALA LUMPUR, 
Sun. — The people have 


gue fever/dengue hae- 
morrhagic fever this 
month er next month 
unless they reuse 
themseives from their 
complacency and des- 
trey all Breeding 
grounds of the carrier 
Acdes Aegyptl mes- 


Prot S.K. Lam, direc- 
tor of the World Health 
Organisation's Colla- 


the ceming outbreak 
could be worse than the 
DF/DUF epidemic in 
19K? 

Prof Lam, whe ts alse 
head of the Depart. 
ment of Medical Micro- 
bielogy at the Univer- 
sity ef Mataya'’s 
Medical Faculty, ad- 
ded: “TU stick out my 
neck and say Malaysia 
cannot escape a bigger 
attack seon unless pre- 
ventive action ts ta- 


5400/4400 


ken.” 
He said the peak year 
was 


1982, when there were 


year-cycle, and Wf that 


lic tnvelvement was 
necessary te 
mesquite breeding 


; 


Meanwhile, Dr Jit 
Singh of the Health 
Ministry's Vecter. 
borne Diseases Control 
Pregramme, said that 
the number ef 
DF/DUF cases 
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DENGUE CASES REPORTED INCREASING IN PENANG 


Penang THE STAR in English 7 Jul 86 p 6 


[Text]  pewanc. sun. - The aum- 


has been mmcreasing month. 
ly despite the preventive 
measures taken health 
authorittes, State Director 
of Medical and Health Ser- 
vices Dr Lim Keow Kheng 
said today 


In the past six months, 
132 ve cases had been 
reported im the State com- 
pared with 27 for the same 
period last year, Dr Lim 
said when launching a 
Statewide anti dengue cam- 
paign at the Pulau Tikus 
market 


She said aedes larvae 
were found breeding in 
3,251 of the 135,173 houses 

ed 


under the Destruction of 
Disease Bearing Insects 
Act 1975 


is osm” organised by the 


nang together with the 
health division of the Mu- 
nicipal Council. — Ber- 
nama 
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HEALTH MINISTRY REPORTS FOUR AIDS CARRIERS 


Penang THE STAR in English 4 Jul 86 p 3 


[Text] 


KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. — The 
Health Ministry announced today 
that four more have been 
confirmed to be Al 

The Minister, Datuk Mak Hon 
Kam, said that two of the men were 
in Pudu Prison while the 
had been relcased 

This brings the total number 


AIDS carriers to five. The first 
case, announced late last year, was 
a former rol attendant re- 


siding in He is still warded 
at the Johore Baru Sultan Aminah 
Hospital for tuberculosis. 

The man had also gone to prison 
forad offence 


a homosexual or an intravenous 
drug user. lie said the Ministry was 


/12828 
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investigating how he could have got 
the virus. 
(The virus is found in body fluids 


in blood and semen and 
ection can be transmitted sexual. 


: homosexuals 
ee te of tainted 
blood, or the sharing of syringes by 

The risk — for AIDS 

. for 
homosexuals, intrave- 
nous drug users and haemophiliacs 

The — ewes ont les ms 
body's immune 
defenceless ~? 


ultimately hill . There is no known 
vaccine or cure) 

The other AIDS carrier in jail, a 
thirty-year-old —y -7 4 from the 
Federal Territory, is an intravenous 
drug user and the only one who has 
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admitted to bisexual activities, Da- 
tuk said 


The other carriers, both la- 
at home in Gom-. 
Johore 








MALAYSIA 


BRIEFS 


DENGUE FEVER CASES--Another six cases of dengue fever were reported on 15 July, 
bringing the nationwide figure to 890 this week. A spokesman of the vector- 
borne disease control division told BERNAMA News Agency on 16 July that the 

new cases were reported from Perak, Pahang, and the Federal Territory. Seven 
death casualties have thus far been reported this year. [Summary] [Kuala 
Lumpur Domestic Service in Malay 1230 GMT 16 Jul 86 SK] 


/9716 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


BEIRA ANTI-MALARIA CAMPAIGN-More than 16,000 dwellings were sprayed this year 
in Beira during an antimalaria campaign undertaken by the Sofala Provincial 
Health Directorate in conjunction with the Soviet Union. The spraying of the 
interior of the homes was done in six neighborhoods of Beira. /Summary/ 
/Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 1 Jul 86 p 2/ 12228 


CSO: 5400/160 
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NICARAGUA 


981 CASES OF MALARIA TN MANAGUA THROUGH MAY 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 24 Jun 86 p 6 


[Text] From January to May 1986, there have been 981 confirmed cases of 
malaria in Region III, according to official reports provided by the Ministry 
of Health. 


German Gaitan, head of ACEM [Area of Malaria Control and Eradication] in 
Managua, maintained yesterday that 131 of the 981 cases are “imported"--that 
is, brought in by soldiers or people who emigrate from other regions and war 
zones in *he country. Matagalpa is highest with 44 "iaported" cases. 


Gaitan said that from January to May 1985, only 339 cases of malaria were 
recorded in Region III. 


Why Did It Increase? 


He said that the reasons are that last year they did not have the insecticide 
Caotrin to kill the anopheles sosquitoes, most of the ACEM personnel were 
mobilized to fight dengue fever, and there were administrative problems. 


Gaitan stated: "The recent outbreaks in Tipitapa and San Rafael del Sur are 
the result of the above. Therefore, the number of cases of malaria 
increased." He emphasized, however, that malaria has decreased in Region III 


compared to other years. 
440 Cases in Urban Area, 55 Districts 


Villa Carlos Fonseca, Tipitapa, and San Rafael del Sur are still highest in 
incidence of malaria. One of the least affected municipalities is Ticuantepe, 
according to Gaitan's report. 


Based on ourrent rates of incidence, an average of 0.97 people out of every 
1,000 persons are affected. 


Gaitan said that last year it remained below |! per 1,000 which means that 
there were effective controls. This year it might be more than 1 per 1,000 
inhabitants in Managua. 
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The Managua districts most affected include: Ciudad Sandino, Monsenor 
Lezcano, Villa Jose Benito Escobar, Las Torres, Altagracia, Villa Pedro 
Joaquin Chamorro, San Judas, and Sierra Maestra. 


There have been 13 recorded cases in San Judas, 9 of which were “imported” 
from northern Nicaragua. 


Two Neighborhoods Endanger Collective Health 


Gaitan said that last year fumigation was done only at what are called "source 
controls." Wow that we have the insecticice Caotrin, the objective is to have 
massive fumigavion "to control the population of anopheles sosquitoes." 


There were residents who would not open their doors to the workers taking 
blood samples, finding out where the mosquitoes are, and proceeding to 
fumigate. 


Gaitan reported that most of the residents of Villa Julio Buitrago (formerly 
Las Mercedes) and Unidad de Propositos refused to allow ACEM personnel to 
enter. They alleged: “We are not sick." 


He added that the Sandinist Defense Committees and their Zone Nine have not 
been aggressive enough about solving this problem “which endangers the 
collective health of other neighborhoods." 


Gaitan stated that the neighborhoods me: .ioned are on the ecge of Villa Jose 
Benito Escobar, one of the Managua districts most affected by malaria. 


Gaitan asked for more cooperation with the ACEM workers to fight this disease 
that continues to hurt the people of Nicaragua. 


7717 
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AIDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE FORMED—Health Minister, Olikoye /lansome-Kuti, has 
confirmed that the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) virus might be 
active in the country. Ue made this known while speaking at the inauguration 
ceremony of an ll-member experts advisory body on AIDS set up by his ministry. 
According to the minister, “Although no case has been reported in Nigeria, 
which is the most populous ccuntry in Africa, there appears te be some evidence 
from blood tests that the virus might be active in the country". “It is as a 
result of this, that the advisory committee has been charged among other 
tasks, to establish divisional surveillance network capable of monitoring the 
activities of AIDS virus in the country’, he said. The committee which is a 
standing one, will collect analysis dissenunate data and information; iden- 
tify existing centres for diagnosis and research, and prepare contingency 
plans and strategies to prevent the introduction and spread of the disease in 
Nigeria. [Text] ([Emugu DAILY STAR in English 26 Jul 86 p 46) /9274 


MEASLES, MENINGITIS CASES-—-About 15 children died of measles and cerebro- 
spinal-meningitis, (CSM), in Gombi local government area of Gongola State 
between January and May. The principal sedical officer-in-charge of the 
Garkida General Hospital, Dr. Mohammed Halilu said, about 600 cases vere 
recorded in the area, during the period. According to him, 150 out of the 
total cases were that of measles while the remainirg 450 cases were CSM and 
other contagious diseases. Dr Mohammed appealed to parents and guardians to 
report any suspicious disease attack to the nearest hospital, bealth centre or 
clinic for proper medical attention instead of self-medication. He commended 
mothers and guardians for the support and cooperation towards health officials 
for the success of the Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) and Oral 
Rehydration Theraphy (ORT) in the area. The PMO assured that, enough con- 
signments of most of the essential drugs were now available in the hospital 
and urged the people in the area to make the best use of the facilities. He 
opined that, if the people would embark upon preventive measures the sporadic 
outbreaks of contagious diseases would be sinimised. [Text] [Kaduna NEW 
NIGERIAN in English 26 Jun 86 p 10) /9274 


TSETSE FLY RESEARCH—About 80 per cen. of Nigeria's land is infested by teetee 
flies which transmit sleeping sickness. The Minister of Science and Technol- 
ogy, Professor Bemanuvel Emovon, disclosed this in Lagos during a press briefing. 
He however said the Nigerian Institute for Trypanosomiasis ‘esearch (NITR), in 
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collaboration with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the 
Federal Department of Pest Control Services, had intensified research efforts 
directed at combating the meance of the various species of tsetse fly. The 
minister said it had been discovered that the sterile insect technique could 
be used to eliminate a large number of tsetse flies in infected areas. Another 
method, he said, was using of invitro cultivation to develop and produce vac- 
cines against the disease. [Text] [Kano SUNDAY TRIUMPH in English 22 Jun 86 
p 5) /9274 


TB CASES IN LAGOS--Tuberculosis and dental cases are on the increase in 
Lagos State according to the statistics just released in Lagos. Making this 
known yesterday the “Statistical Indicators" of the state Ministry of Finance 
says 10,046 new cases were treated by the dental departments of the state 
general hospitals and health centres, while 4,630 new cases of tuberculosis 
were attended to by similar institutions in April. Im March it says, the 
figure for dental cases was 7,994 while 3,519 cases of tuberculosis vere 
recorded and treated in the state the same month. [Text] [Lagos DAILY TIMES 
in English 8 Jul 86 p 13} /9274 


CSO: 5400/104 
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NORWAY 


PHYSICIANS WARN 20,000 AIDS CASES BY 1988 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 27 Jun 86 p 8 
[Article by Lone Hansen] 


[Text] "It is reasonable to estimate that the number of persons now infected 
with the AIDS virus in Norway has reached 2,500. According to predictions, 

which have held true so far, the number will rise to 20,000 in just 2 years. 
Steps must be taken quickly or the situation will end in a catastrophe,” 

Georg Petersen, chief physician of the Oslo Board of Health, told ARBEIDERBLADET. 


Doctor Petersen pointed specifically to groups of young drug abusers. “Every 
week we find drug users who are infected with HTLV-3. The tragedy is that 
these infected people must return to the streets and they continue using drugs 
and practicing prostitution. This happens even though they want treatment and 
the number of persons who clearly indicate this is rising steadily,” Petersen 
said. 


Urgent 


Dr Georg Petersen stressed that it was extremely urgent that planned measures 
be implemented and that the Norwegian authorities do their utmost before it is 
too late. According to predictions, during the first half of 1988 Norway will 
have 200 cases of AIDS and 20,000 persons infected. “Regardless of what we 
do, we will see a dramatic increase in infections during the coming years, 
while the effects of what we do now will become apparent only later. But it 
is now that we must act," Petersen said. 


AIDS In Nordic Countries 


The ALDS situation throughout the Nordic countries was discussed yesterday at 
a meeting of the social affairs ministers in Reykjavik. A special working 
group will monitor the situation and be responsible for the exchange of 
information and experience. The group will make proposals regarding research, 
projects, and actions involving certain high-risk groups. The total number 
of AIDS victims in the Nordic countries in May of this year was 174. Of this 
numer, 106 have died. The number of those infected by the AIDS viris is 
estimated at between 11 and 20 thousand. 
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About Time 


"It is about time the politicians began to take the matter seriously. Now 
they seem openly willing to do something. It remains to be seen whether or 
not this will result in sufficient funding. In the United States it has been 
estimated that the cost of treating an AIDS patient is about the same as the 
cost of a heart transplant. Consequently, from a purely economic standpoint, 
it would be most beneficial to begin investing our resources here and now,” 
Dr Georg Petersen said. 


In Oslo 


"The infection is spreading like wildfire in the drug environment of Oslo. 

The Social Welfare Department is working overtime to implement countermeasures. 
The first step in this multistage plan is to create 50 to 60 new beds for 
treatment. In general, the main problem is to increase our capacity for 
treatment,” said psychologist Jan Lanesskog, who is employed by the coordinating 
group for health services in Oslo. “In all probability, we will need the 
capacity to treat moie patients and we will have to expand further the 
infectious disease ward at Ulleval Hospital,” he said. 


It is estimated that there are 300 to 400 drug abusers in Oslo who are already 
infected and the figure for the entire county is estimated at 600. 


According to predictions, the number of infected will double within a period 
of 8 months, so that there will be over 5,000 infected by next summer. 
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SINGAPORE 


HEALTH AUTHORITIES ISSUE DENGUE ALERT 
Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 3 Jul 86 p 10 


[Text] 





SINGAPORE, Wed. — 
Health autherities 


break of dengue fever. 

The Eavireonmen 
Ministry announced 
last night there had 
been a sharp rise in the 
number of cases of the 
mertal fever, with 
seme 70 detected last 


iy even 
of dengue tever cases 
between last January 
and May ts 10. There 
were 126 cases, with 
twe deaths, reported 
last , 

The Ministry warns 
that anyone suffering 
dengue symptoms — 
fever, skin rash, mus 
cle and bedy ache or 
pain in the abdomen — 


sheuld sce a doctor im. 


mediately. 

Private decters have 
alse been advised to + e- 
port te the Ministry im- 
mediately If they come 
across any suspected 


“The 
Ministry sald in 
a statement that it had 
monitored the situation 
since the beginning of 
the year. 
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break area.” the state- 


TES Re vironment 


Ministry has advised 
people te prevent mes. 
quite breeding in their 


premises by: 
O Changing the 
water in fewer vasrs 


at least weekly and 

them ther. 

oughly te get rid of 
eae’. 

0 threwing old. 

used tyres indiscrimin. 

ately but stacking 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


TB EPIDEMIC IN CAPE TOWN--CAPE TOWN--Cape Town is in the grip of a TB 
epidemic. About 700 new cases are reported each month and the figure is 
increasing. An “alarmingly high" 400 new cases a month are reported from 
the Divisional Council area where most of the Crossroads refugees are 

living. The unrest had made fighting the disease much more difficult, said 
Divisional Council medical officer of health Dr Len Tibbitt, and the 
situation was cause for “considerable anxiety". "During any unrest all 
clinic attendances are down, simply because people are afraid to go out. 

All our clinics report that last month's figures are down and this is most 
marked in the black areas." It was vital for people to continue their 
treatment. "Defaulting on treatment is serious because the patient is 
likely to have a relapse and because partial treatment builds up resistance.” 
The situation had been deteriorating for three years, said Dr Tibbitt. The 
City Council's medical officer of health, Dr Reg Coogan, said 300 new cases 
had been reported in his area in May -- an “unacceptably high" figure.--Sapa. 
[Text] [Johannesburg THE STAR in English 10 Jul 86 p 13] /13046 


CSO: 5400/159 
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SPAIN 


INCREASE SEEN IN REPORTED CASES OF VIRAL HEPATITIS 
Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 3 Jul 86 p 22 


[Text] Madrid--The improvement in the systems for collecting epidemiological 
data in the health centers and the notification thereof to the Madrid Regional 
Health Service has made it possible, during 1985 and 1986, to learn of a 
number of cases of vital hepatitis three times higher than that in 1984, 
although the real repercussions of the disease have not increased, as official 
sources from that service indicate. 


The latest epidemiological bulletins from the Health Ministry reflect, in the 
section relating to diseases with compulsory reporting, figures on viral 
hepatitis in the Madrid region that are far higher than those of any other 
autonomous community in the state. Whereas, in Madrid, a weekly case number 
is cited that ranges between 350 and 400, in Barcelona about 30 were counted. 


Viral hepatitis did not begin to be reported officially as part of the 
compulsory reporting of infectious diseases until 1982, according to Dr Rafael 
Bueno, chief of the Regional Health Service's epidemiological surveillance 
unit. In that year, the statistical computation was 2,403 cases. The next 
year, it was 5,828; in 1984, 5,372; and, in 1985, the year in which the 
reporting system began to improve, there occurred the first spectacular leap 
in figures: 16,444 cases. 


Dr Bueno explains: "The recording of this statistical increase does not mean 
a spread of the disease, but rather the result of the improvement in the 
services for gathering and reporting epidemiological data." 


He adds: “When viral hepatitis was included among the diseases with compulsory 
reporting, the reports were made only by the doctors associated with residential 
public assistance (APD); but, starting in 1985, the coverage of this recording 
of data was extended increasingly to health centers." 


According to Bueno, “there has also been an increase in the number of reports 
of smallpox, mumps, and measles, but this increase does not actually relate 
to the existence of a larger number of cases at the present time." 


Madrid has an incidence of hepatitis that is similar to that of other large 
Spanish cities, as Bueno notes, corresponding to an intermediate index on 
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the international level. “It is a disease inherent in underdevelopment,” he 
notes, “and its index declines as that on better conditions in the environment 
and in health education rises.” 


Sources from the Ministry of Health and Consumption stated, in connection with 
the statistical difference between Madrid and other regions regarding hepatitis, 
that “it could be due to the fact that the data have not yet been sufficiently 
expurgated in other communities.” The same sources added: “There has been no 
increase in viral hepatitis in Spain." 


As for the repercussions in Madrid, Bueno explained that, "Most of the cases, 
about 90 percent, are hepatitis A, which is generally benign, and does not 
become chronic, affecting the child population to a greater extent.” 


2909 
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SPAIN 


100,000 HEPATITIS B VIRUS CARRIERS REPORTED IN MADRID 
Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 8 Jul 86 p 20 


[Text] Madrid--Approximately 100,000 Madrid residents are carriers of the hepa- 
titis B virus, and about 30,000 of them are “healthy” carriers; that is, they 
can transmit the disease without suffering from it themselves. The report 
places special emphasis on the fact that the necessary information is now 
available for totally eradicating the disease, “and it only remains to overcome 
the obstacles hampering its rational implementation.” The 750 newborns annually 
inheriting the disease will be the beneficiaries of the first vaccination 
program. 


The statistics cited are contained in an extensive report prepared by the Hepa- 
titis B Regional Commission (comprised of personnel from the Madrid community, 
Insalud [Institute of Health] and the professional clinical and public health 
areas), created especially to determine the extent of this disease in the region 
and its consequences for public health. The report stresses that hepatitis B 
entails “one of the leading public health problems in the area of communicable 
diseases,” owing to the high rate of acute infections that it causes; because 
about 10 percent evolve toward chronic illnesses which, in turn, generate a 
large number of carriers responsible for the perpetuation of the disease. 


The report estimates that nearly 1.1 million persons have suffered from the 
hepatitis B virus, most of them without noticing it. Approximately 1 million 
have been immunized, but the remaining 100,000 are carriers of the disease. 

Of them, 30,000 are only carriers and transmitters, but without suffering from 
it themselves; another 40,000 show a state of persistent chronic hepatitis, 
which means that they could live for many years, but confined to an increasing- 
ly closed circle of hospital and residence; while the remaining 30,000 suffer 
from active chronic hepatitis, which very often degenerate into cirrhosis of 
the liver, hepatocellular carcinoma, and death. 


The contradictory aspect with the persistence of this disease, as Carlos Munoz, 
general health director of the community, and Luis Martin Alvarez, chairman of 
the commission, claimed, is the fact that they have the necessary information 
and techniques for eradicating it, but this has not yet been achieved, owing 
to the lack of material facilities. 


The report cites the adoption of preventive measures and vaccination as the 
best strategy to follow in order toeradicate hepatitis B. There are population 
groups considered to be high risk, including newborns who are the children of 
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carrier mothers, about 750 of whom are estimated as being born per year. The 
other groups are patients with hemodialysis and hemophiliacs, health personnel, 
those deeply mentally disturbed, drug addicts, homosexuals, and prostitutes. 

A high risk group, estimated at some 270,000 persons, ccnsists of relatives 
and persons in the immediate surroundings of patients, because hepatitis B is 
contracted essentially from proximity and frequency of personal relations. 


Improvisation 


The conclusions in the report note that, to date, the hepatitis cases have been 
treated one by one, as detected by doctors; which explains why the disease 
has continued to be very widespread, per se. 


Of the 911 hemodialysis patients and hemophiliacs susceptible to contracting 
the disease, only 44 have been vaccinated, according to the data in the report; 
of the group with deep mental disturbances, none of the 560 susceptible persons 
has been vaccinated; in the group of drug addicts, two out of 2,000 susceptible 
persons have been vaccinated; and of the group comprised of homosexuals, 
prostitutes, and recluses, among others, making up a population of 51,600 
susceptible persons, vaccination has reached 21 of them. Only the health 
personnel have pursued a program that has enabled half of the 5,325 susceptible 
cases to be vaccinated. 


Carlos Munoz and Luis Martin told this newspaper that the tactic of treating 
case by case appears to be phasing out, “particularly if we consider the fact 
that some good vaccination programs could achieve the total eradication of the 
disease." 


This fall, the first program will start, concentrated on the newborn of carrier 
mothers who are easier to detect and control. Next, an experimental program 
will be undertaken in the rural areas, where the population is also more 
readily controlled for medical purposes by the rural physicians subordinate to 
the Madrid community itself. 


The treatment of the “normal” population is more complicated, and demands the 
cooperation of all physicians, both those attached to Insalud and those in 

the private sector. It would mean that, when a sick person was detected, his 
relatives would be subjected to analysis and treatment, and all the information 
would be centralized in the commission. 


Carlos Munoz observed: "These preventive type programs require a large invest- 
ment, both in the vaccines themselves and in the indicators to check the 
individual's subsequent progress; but, over the medium and long term, even 

good economic results would be accrued, because it is far more expensive to have 
to treat thousands of chronic patients later, for years." 
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SPAIN 


AIDS CASES SEEN TRIPLING BY 1988 
Madrid YA in Spanish 25 Jun 85 p 41 


[Text] Paris, EFE--The cases of acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) in 
Spain will have tripled in 1988, according to forecasts made by experts from 
the Spanish Ministry of Health and Consumption. According to this information, 
made public at the international meeting on the subject held in Paris under 

the sponsorship of the WHO, although the problem in Spain has features differ- 
ent from those in other industrialized countries, the cases are increasing at 
a similar rate. 


According to the estimates of a group of Spanish experts, by the end of 1988, 
there will be about 250 reported cases, in contrast to 83 persons who had 
developed AIDS as of December 1985. The prediction was made by a team of 
researchers from the Health Ministry, based on a mathematical model. 


The official statistics indicate that, in 1981, there was just one case of 
AIDS in Spain; but within 2 years, the number of diagnoses of that disease 
was eight, with a cumulative total of 10 patients. In December 1984, the 
patients stricken with this disease totaled 20; between 1980 and 1985, 

a total of 83 patients were counted; and it is predicted that there will be 
116 cases by the end of 1986. 


By 1987, the estimate made by the Health Ministry team shows 180 reported cases 
of A*DS; and, by the next year, it will reach 258. The study does not contain 
any estimate of persons possibly stricken with the virus. Those are the so- 
called “healthy carriers," or seropositives, who have been in contact with the 
virus and who could potentially transmit it, although they may not develop 

the disease. 


The report goes on to say that the data “show an increasing morbidity of AIDS 
among high risk groups and some special features different from those shown by 
most of the European countries. That peculiarity in the Spanish AIDS situation 
lies in the fact that most of those affected are intravenous drug addicts, and 
the proportion of hemophiliacs is relatively high.” 


The Majority, Drug Addicts 


According to a descriptive study of the actual AIDS cases prepared by the 
National Microbiology Center in Majadahonda (Madrid), 36 of the 83 cases 
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reported as of last year were related to that type of drug addict. The statis- 
tics also note that 26 AIDS victims were homosexuals or male bisexuals, and 
that hemophiliacs were involved in 17 cases. The official study indicates, 
moreover, as another peculiar feature of the disease in Spain, the lesser 
incidence of Kaposi sarcoma. 


Another study made at the Trias and Pujol Brothers Hospital of the Autonomous 
University of Barcelona, on high risk groups, was one wherein the doctors 
analyzed the blood of a group of 309 homosexuals who visited a venereal disease 
center in the city of Barcelona between September and December 1985. It was 
found that 26.8 percent had been in contact with the virus. That relatively 
large proportion increases dramatically in the data resulting from the blood 
tests on drug addicts, wherein 71.3 percent proved seropositive. In the control 
group (consisting of 1,025 voluntary blood donors), the presence of the virus 
that can cause AIDS was minimal, with an incidence of 0.09 percent. 
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TANZANIA 


BRIEFS 


AIDS DEATHS REPORTED--The dreaded disease AIDS—Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome--has killed 253 people in Tanzania since the disease first started 
in that country in 1983, according to [Tanzanian] Health Minister Aaron 
Chiduo. Addressing Par)iament in Dar es Salaam, Mr Chiduo said an addition- 
al 493 people have been infected with the disease, with the majority being 
identified in Tanzania's Western Kagera Region, which borders Uganda, Rwanda, 
and Burundi. [Text] [Nairobi Domestic Service in English 1600 GMT 11 Jun 86 
EA] /9274 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


AIDS FOREMOST KILLER; RACIAL FACTOR BEING STUDIED 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 20 Jul 86 p 1 
[Article by Norris Solomon) 


[Text] The disease AIDS is the greatest killer of young men between the ages 
of 21 and 40 in Trinidad and Tobago. 


It is now spreading increasingly and alarmingly to the female population. 


So said Professor Courtenay Bartholomew, of the University of the West Inadias 
School of Medicine, when he delivered the Amoroso Memorial Lecture on Friday 
night in Port-of-Spain, organised by the Trinidad and Tobago Medical Associ- 
ation, 


Prof Bartholomew said that of the 100 AIDS cases up to June 15 this year, 73 
per cent were among males in the 21-40 age group. 


Genetic Factors 


Of the 100 cases, 12 have been women and ten have been babies. Eighty of the 
100 have died, 


Prof Bartholomew has just returned from the second International Conference on 
AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) held in Paris, where he presented a 
paper on the Trinidad experience, Apart from the high rate of the disease per 
population, the Trinidad situation has attracted internattonal attention be- 
cause of the possible genetic factors involved in the disease seen here. 


He gave figures on Friday night showing the ethnic distribution of AIDS in 
this country. The highest affected group was African origin (81 per cent), 
with only two per cent in the East Indian origin group. 


Although it is reported, he said, that homosexuality is as common among people 
of East Indian descent, as those of African origin, and even though people of 
East Indian origin are also carriers of the virus (almost to the same per~- 
centage of those of African origin), the East Indians are not dying of the 
disease, 
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per million and Germany 7.5 per million. 


At the moment, he said, there are 22,000 people in the US with AIDS, and the 
rate is dowbling every year. It is expected that by 1991 there will be 270,000 
people in the US with ALDS or will have died fron the disease. 


It is also estimated there are between one and two million carriers of the 


disease in the US. Im Trinidad, carriers of the virus are estimated at between 
one to two thousand, 


ALDS is a major health probiem in Africa, he said, where men and women are 


equally affected and it is a heterosexual problem in tha* continent, and not a 
homosexual one. 


Blood Cancer 


A scientific paper presented by Dr Bartholomew and his collaborators in 

Trinidad and the US at the recent Paris meeting revealed, among other things, 
that the group of homosexuals studied in Trinidad showed not only that 40 per 
cent carried the AIDS virus, but there was also a seven-fold increase in the 


prevalence rate of carriage of the leukemia virus, HTLV] which causes cancer 
of the blood, 


The AIDS virus is called HWILV} and if closely related to HTLV], but it is not 


the same virus. The importance of this scientific observation is the potential 
here that double viral presence can lead to new and strange diseases. 
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The Paris conference, Prof Bartholomew said, confirmed that infection by ac- 
cidental needle sticks is extremely rare and also that there was a0 evidence 
of transmission of the virus among non-sexual contacts of households of 
people, who are suffering from AIDS or are carrying the virus. 


In other words, be said, AIDS is 
not spread by casual contact 

however, stressed that the 
virus has found @ sanctuary in 
cells mm the bream i calied 
“macrophages”. adding to the 
difficulty m treatment. Other 
bad mews was that the vaccine is 
difficult to produce and will prob- 
ably be ineffective m those al. 
ready wmfccted and that infected 
individuals do not produce effec. 
tive meturalising antibodies 


Pref Bartholomew commend. 
ed swrses at the Port-of Spain 
General Hospital for the unself. 
ish way im which they were 
treating AIDS patients — with- 
out fear and without discrimina- 
tron 

He ended by saying that the 
AIDS wirws is a@ threat to the 
human species and is ‘“revolu- 
thomsing the sexual revolution © 

The message is clear, he said 
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TURKEY 


HIGHER MALARIA INCIDENCE REPORTED IN 1986 
Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 31 May 86 pp 3,13 
[Report by Hatice Ozer] 


[Text] Ankara—-It was disclosed that Turkey is faced with the peril of malaria 
and that the disease, which was brought under control as a result of efforts 
made since 1977, has once again assumed dangerous proportions because of 
weather conditions. 


Utku Unsal, Director General of Basic Health Services of the Ministry of 
Health and Social Assistance, said that physicians working in health centers 
and hospitals in mosquito-infested rural areas have been instructed to test 
patients with high fever for malaria. 


Sevenfold Increase 


Unsal reported that the number of malaria cases in Turkey dropped from 5,665 
in 1984 to 3,075 in 1985 and that this figure rose to 4,956 as of the end 
March 1986. Unsal added that the number of malaria cases in Samsun Terme 
jumped from 3 in 1983 to 350 in 1985. 


Unsal said that 65 malaria cases were diagnosed [in Samsun Terme] as of the 
end March 1986. Unsal continued: “It is feared that the number of cases may 
increase to 1,000 if effective measures are not implemented.” 


Noting that this sharp rise in Samsun was caused by irrigation canals in the 
Carsamba Plain, Unsal said: 


"The locations where malaria is most frequently encountered in Turkey are 
Adana, Hatay, Mersin and the southeastern Anatolia region. 


"In the Karatas region of Adana, the malaria problem will be 75 percent solved 
by pumping the water collected in the Seyhan Plain, which is below sea level, 
into the sea. 


"Since a small puddle of water can breed hundreds of mosquitoes, the State 
Hydraulic Affairs Department and the municipalities are working on the 
problem urgently.” 
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Meanwhile, Professor Nusret Fisek, President of the Turkish Physicians’ 
Association, said that the plans of the Ministry of Health and Social 


Assistance to eradicate malaria with its current organization cannot be 
anything more than a drean. 


Stating that since the Cukurova region is a center of employment it is filled 
with people from all corners of Turkey and that as a result malaria is being 
spread to all parts of the country, Fisek said: “Early diagnosis, education of 


the people and wseasures to combat mosquitoes are essential in the battle 
against malaria.” 
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BRIEFS 


BUBONIC PLAGUE IN NORTHWEST--(Paida) Market in Nebbi District [northwest 
Uganda] has been closed due to an outbreak of bubonic plague in (Paida) 
town and surrounding areas. In a statement issued in Entebbe yesterday, 
the director of medical services, Dr (Ekyeno) said the movement of people 
in the area is restricted. [TExt] [Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 15 Jul 86 EA] /9274 
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UNITED KINGDOM 


1985 HEALTH STATISTICS FOR SCOTLAND RELEASED 


Edinburgh THE SCOTSMAN in English 23 Jun 86 p 7 


[Article by David Appleton] 
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Immunisation rates 
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been treated, more operations 
carried out, and more cervical 
smear tests have been ken. 
Waiting lists are down again, 


by 10,000 in the last two years. 


/12828 
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UNITED KINGDOM 


MALARIA BROUGHT BY ASIAN IMMIGRANTS SPARKS CONCERN 


Leeds YORKSHIRE POST in English 2 Jul 86 p 1l 


[Article by John Furbisher] 


[Text] 





HEALTH CHIEFS are worried that an 
increasing number of Asian immi- 
grants are returning with malaria 
when they make visits to their home- 
lands 
* Many believe they are immune to 
the disease because they lived in Asia 
previously — but in fact their immu- 
nity can, Ganggees within a year of 
leaving the t cs. . 
~ In ‘orkshire and Humberside 20 
hew cases of malaria were recorded in 
the week ending June 20. The highest 
concentration was in Leeds — six cases 
— and Bradford, five cases. Both are 
areas with large immigrant popula- 
tions 
- During the same week, the East 
Midlands health region records just 
one case and East Anglia two. 
- A medical officer for environmental 
fiealth in Leeds, Dr. Martin Schweiger, 
said the incidence of malaria was 
stowly croqeeng upwards, with the 
most concerning figures being shown 
after the holiday season. 
Malaria cannot be picked 4 by one 
rson from another, but only by being 
+ tten by a mosquito carrying the 
disease *  t  @ 
Dr. Schweiger said part of the 
problem was that efforts to combat the 


/12828 


CSO: 5440/099 


disease abroad were failing. Malaria 
was making a comeback 

He said: “Mosquitoes are becomin 
resistant and the malaria strain itsel 
is —~— resistant to some of the 
agents ainst it.” 

He st that anybody travellin 
from Britain to malaria areas should 
be sure to tak- proper precautions 
preserasty begiiming three months 

fore they left. 

Those areas included all of Asia and 
Africa, the Middle East and Central 
and South America. 

Dr. schweiger said malaria had been 
on the increase in Leeds for two to 
three years. Last year, 52 cases were 
recorded, most in the autumn. Already 
this year 27 cases have been noted. 

A medical officer in Bradford, Dr. 
Kathryn Marfell, said the increase in 
malaria cases was being investigated. 

She said the disease been on the 
increase nationally for seven years, but 
more ren in Bradford and else- 
where, and all the cases were imported. 

Dr. Marfell said: “It does seem 
people returni to the Indian sub- 
continent, or making business trips to 
more exotic areas, are mot seeking the 
proper tablets or are not taking them 
properly.” 
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UNITED KINGDOM 


HOSPITAL DOCTOR VACANCIES FORCING TREATMENT RESTRICTIONS 


London DAILY TELEGRAPH in English 17 Jun 86 p 4 


[Article by David Fletcher] 


[Text } 


19274 
CSO: 


HOSPITALS will be forced to restrict the number of 
patients they treat unless more doctors can be 
recruited to fill hundreds of vacant posts, the 
Hospital Consultants and Specialists Association said 


yesterday. 


A survey it had conducted 
among all 191 district health 
authorities has found an 
acute shortage of junior 
doctors, with all regions 
reporting difficulty in 
finding staff 

Mr Stephen Charkham,. an 
official of the association, sand 
“Crvees 1s an overworked word, 
but there ts no doubt that is 
what hospitals are now facing 


‘We have warned Mr Fowler. 
Sotial Services Secretary. that 
unless the Government acts to 
attract more docters wmto the 
hospelal service. fons mevitable 
that fewer patients will be 
tieated and that warting lists 
will grew longer - 


Prefer to be GPs 


The crvses has arnsen because 
the majority of newly trained 
doctors preter to take jobs as 
family practitioners—where 
they can earn over €£20.000 @ 
vear while still m thew 20s— 
compared with the uncertainties 
of a career in hospital medicine 


NIIS personnel officers also 
attribute the crises to legislation 
mtroduced a vear ago to reduce 
the number of overseas doctors 
emploved on Brita 


5440/09/ 


Mr Charkham said “Health 
authorities now find themselves 
m the ridiculous position of 
trying to fill vacancies by 
recruiting in the EFC because 


Commonwealth doctors 
The thing is a nonsense.” 
The shortage of junior doctors 


disclosed by the consultants 
survey is worst m orthopaedic 
and accident and emergency 
departments. but 1s also senous 
m anaesthetics. ear, nose and 
throat departments and 
ophthalmology 


Four surgeons 


One NHS personne! officer in 
iristol told the consultants he 
had surveved 140 newly-quah. 
fed doctors Only 10 were 
interested in @ career in 
hospital medicine 


Consultants in Ipswich have 
written direct to Mr Fowler 
saying “We tear that there may 
soon be no more than four sur. 
geons who are capable of 
operating 

“We may have to reduce the 
elective (ie routine) operations 
m order to accommodate in- 
patient tracture treatment as 
there would be no supporting 
stafl ” 


Nearly all the wacancies 
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which tals cannot fill are 
at the ievel of senior house offi. 
cer where salaries range from 
£10.150 to £11,510. 

Although there is no overall 
shortage of doctors. newly qua! 
thed members of the profession 
are reluctant to go ito hovprial 
meduine They see hundreds of 
rearstrars stuck on salaries of 
about £15.000 and unable to 
gain promotion because there 
are not enough consultant posts 
for them to fill 


‘Specialist’ grade 

The Consultants Associatron 
is urging the Government to 
break the logjam by create a 
new hospital grade of “speria 
hist” with salanes comparabic 
to those of family doctors. just 
over £25,000 


This would be attractive to 
many registrars who now 
despaw of ever becoming con 
sultants and would hold out the 
prospect to jumors of a worth 
while careeer in hospital med: 
cone and hence encourage them 
to apply for jumor doctors +s 
posts 

Mr Charkham sad “lt is 
imperative we find a solution 
such as thes Unless a career in 
hospital medicine 1s made more 
attracteve there 1s no question 
that the standard of the servaer 
will decay and patientts will 
suffer — 








UNITED KINGDOM 


BRIEFS 


HOSPITAL WAITING TIME CUT--A plan to cut hospital waiting lists by appointing 
more hospital consultants and by creating a new post of specialist hospital 
doctor is being drawn up by the Department of Health. An extra 100 consultants 
are to be appointed within two years and existing consultants over the age 

of 60 are to be offered early retirement to open career opportunities for 

the hundreds of fully trained junior doctors whose promotion is at present 
blocked. The Department of Health is also planning to create a new grade of 
hospital specialists for an estimated 1,400 doctors who want a career in 
hospital medicine but who do not aspire to become consultants. The new 
structure is intended to end the present situation where hospitals have a 
shortage of newly qualified doctors and a surplus of highly trained doctors 
who cannot get consultant posts. The plan falls short of the Governments 
original intention of doubling the number of consultants by 1994 but was 
welcomed as a step in the right direction both by junior doctors and by 
consultants yesterday. Mr Stephen Charkham of the Hospital Consultants 

and Specialists Association said: “Improving staffing will enable further 
services to patients to be improved and that in turn should lead to cuts 

in the waiting list™. [Text][London DAILY TELEGRAPH in English 26 Jun 86 

p 4]/12828 


CSO: 5440/099 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


2,500 CHILDREN VACCINATED--About 2,500 children have been vaccinated against 
six killer diseases in the past two weeks in the Morondera district, the local 
community sister, Cde Rose Mujeni, has said. Macheke Rural Council had the 
highest turnout with more than 1,300 children vaccinated within three days of 
the arrival of the immunisation team in the area. Eighty-nine of the children 
vaccinated had never been immunised before. [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in 
English 3 Jul 86 p 11] /9274 


CSO: 5400/158 
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DUCKS REPORTED DYING IN HAMILTON HARBOR POLLUTION TEST 


Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 17 Jul 86 p A8 


[Article by Michael Keating] 


{Text ] 


Nearly a quarter of the ducks put in Hamilton Har- 
bor five weeks ago to test for toxic chemicals have 
mysteriously died. 


An autopsy yesterday found “their digestive tracts 
had black, oozy, oil-like material in them,” D. V. 
(Chip) Weseloh, a federal wildlife scientist, said in an 
interview. 

The six ducks were “extremely emaciated,” had 
“absolutely no body fat whatsoever” and their livers 
had atrophied, he added. 


Dr. Weseloh, a Canadian Wildlife Service research- 
er, said that although the ducks were in a starved con- 
dition, there seemed to be adequate food in the area. 
He said will be closely examined to see if they 
were killed by a natural virus or by pollution from the 
highly contaminated harbor. 

3 


The birds were part of an experiment in which 
white Peking ducks, raised in 
ratory, were placed in the harbor to 
moving up the local food chain. International reports 
have described Hamilton Harbor as one of 
polluted in the Great Lakes. 

As of yesterday eight ee eee eae ae 
and 11 were found alive. Two of them were emacia 
and six appeared to be deteriorating. Only three ap- 
peared healthy. Mr. Weseloh said he plans to leave the 
11 ducks in the harbor for the , 

Similar ducks kept at a farmer's pond in 
Ancaster for comparison were healthy yesterday. 

The Hamilton ducks were supposed to be left in 
harbor until mid-September when they were to 
killed and analyzed for pollution levels, —- 

An Ontario Environment Ministry report released 
yesterday said that the harbor is polluted with a 
cides, industrial chemicals and heavy metals. re 
are warnings about ealing fish from its waters. 


/9274 


CSO: 5420/88 


‘ae ich imed at findi 
of the project, was a at 
contaminants in the tahes trove up the teed 
could affect humans. | 
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BRIEFS 


NOVA SCOTIA HARBOR POLLUTION--Woods Harbour, N.S.-—Fishermen in southwestern 
Nova Scotia want health officials to find the source of water pollution that 
has forced one fish plant to process its product elsewhere. High bacterial 
counts were found last month in seawater used in processing by six area 
plants. Leighton Nickerson, president of the Woods Harbour-Shag Harbour-Bear 
Point Fishermen's Association, said yesterday that the industry could be 
devastated if the pollution source isn't quickly identified. [Text] [Toronto 
THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 1 Jul 86 p AS) /9274 


WEST COAST RED TIDE—Vancouver--Red tide has shut down shell fishing on most 

of the West Coast. Only three small areas on the east coast of Vancouver 
Island are still open, and officials are warning fishermen to check with the 
department before digging for clams, oysters or mussels. Red tide is a con- 
dition that develops when a toxic plankton in the ocean sultiplies rapidly. 
Shellfish eat the plankton and, while it does not hare them, it is poisonous 
to humans. “A person would feel a tingling of the lips and mouth, and if some- 
one ate too auch, it could cause death,” Charles Campbell, of the fisheries’ 
inspections division, said. [Text] [Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 

12 Jul 86 p A3) /9274 


SHELLFISH HARVEST BAN--Vancouver—For the first time in six years, the federal 
Fisheries Department has banned harvesting of bivalve shellfish along the West 
coast because of red tide, The ban applied to mussels, clams and oysters, 
but not crustaceans such as crabs, shrimp and prawns. Tests of British 
Columbia shellfish have revealed amounts of red-tide toxin substantially 
higher than levels that killed a man who ate poisoned clams in 1980. A test 
of mussels harvested this week north of Powell River produced a reading of 
14,000 micrograms of texin per 100 grams of meat. Levels above 80 micrograms 
are considered unsafe. Red tide is a condition that develops when a toxic 
plankton in the ocean multiplies rapidly and is eaten by bivalves. [Text] 
[Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 18 Jul 86 p AS] /9274 


OKANAGAN LAKE FISH DISEASE-Kelowna, B.C, (CP)--An unknown disease is being 
blamed for killing thousands of fish—mostly two-year-old Kokanee salmon-- 
in Okanagan Lake. Fisheries biologist Chris Bull said results of tests won't 


be available for several weeks. [Text] [Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 
15 Jul 86 p AB) /9274 


CSO: 5420/88 
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NORWAY 


CEM VENEREAL DISEASE SEEN HURTING HORSE EXPORTS 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 30 Jun 86 p 11 
[Article by Arne M. Bakken] 


[Text] "We are in danger of losing our Norwegian pony exports to the United 
States. Since a horse in Norway was found to have the venereal disease C.E.a. 
some time ago, the American authorities have refused to allow Norwegian ponies 
into that country. We now have four Norwegian ponies waiting for the approval 
of American veterinary authorities for export to the United States," Jon 
Hegdal, chairman of the Norwegian Pony Association, told AFTENPOSTEN. 


In recent years, the Norwegian Pony Association has exported about 20 Norwegian 
ponies annually to the United States. “Recently, we have noticed an enormous 
interest in Norwegian ponies in the United States. We have orders for 15 
Norwegian ponies, in addition to the four now waiting to be exported. These 
orders and future exports will be in jeopardy, unless Norwegian veterinary 
authorities act quickly and declare that no C.E.M. has been detected in 
Norwegian ponies. If we are classified as a C.E.M. country, then Norway 

will be subject to harsh restrictions on the export of Norwegian ponies. I 
believe this would be most unfortunate, since we are now experiencing a strong 
interest in Norwegian ponies in the United States," Jon Hegdal said. 


Rumors 


He also said it would be extremely regretable if restrictions were placed on 
the import Norwegian ponies, since Norwegian veterinary authorities have not 
stated that C.E.M. has been demonstrated to be present in horses in Ostlandet. 
"Now the mood in the United States is characterized by uncertainty and rumors. 
I believe the veterinary authorities must now take this situation seriously 
and give the American authorities some real information on the extent of the 
disease. Otherwise, the export of Norwegian ponies to the United States, a 
new industry with great possibilities for growth, will suffer a major setback 
before it really gets underway," said Jon Hegdal. 


He has personally sought information from the veterinary authorities and is 
disappointed by the nonchalant attitude he has found among them. “It does not 
appear that the authorities appreciate the seriousness of the matter or that 
they are interested in taking the initiative," Jon Hegdal, chairman of the 
Norwegian Pony Association, told AFTENPOSTEN. 


9336 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


ANIMAL DISEASE FIGHT URCED--The Deputy Minister of Trade and Commerce, Cde 
Chimbidzayi Sanyangare, has appealed to people living in Nyanga along the 
border with Mozambique to monitor the movement of livestock across the 

border to curb the spread of diseases. Speaking at Nyafaru ranch at the 
weekend following the outbreak of brucella mametensis, a disease which has 
killed many goats in the area in recent weeks, Cde Sanyangare appealed to the 
people to help control the spread. He also urged people in the area to 
monitor the movement of the displaced Mozambicans in a bid to identify bandits 
operating in Mozambique. Genuine displaced Mozambicans, he said, should be 
handed over to the police who in turn would repatriate them to Nyamombe or 
Tongogara camps. Cde Sanyangare disclosed that some people had died in the 
border area three weeks ago, following the spread of cholera from Mozambique. 
[Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 3 Jul 86 p 11] /9274 


CSO: 5400/158 
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BRIEFS 


MANITOBA BEE QUARANTINE—Brandon, Man.--Thirty-four bee colonies belonging to 
seven keepers in Manitoba have been quarantined after they were found to con- 
tain a dangerous parasite, Manitoba's chief bee scientists said Monday. The 
acarine mite was discovered in samples of bees imported from South Carolina 

in April, apiarist Don Dixon said. This is the first time the deadly mite has 
been detected in Canada since it migrated north from Mexico and spread through 
the U.S. two years ago. The mite, blamed for widespread damage in Europe, 
burrows into a bee's thorax, crippling its ability to fly and produce honey. 
Under the quarantine, bee keepers will have to destroy their bees at the end 
of the season. [Text) [Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 16 Jul 86 p 


AS) /9274 


CSO: 5420/89 
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DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


MANGO WEEVIL DISEASE—Roseau, Thursday (CANA)--Dominica's Agriculture Ministry 
is taking steps to minimise the effect of a ban on the importation of the 
island's mangoes by some Caribbean territories. Barbados, and St Thomas and 
St Croix of the US Virgin Islands are not allowing the entry of Dominican 
mangoes because of the presence of the mango weevil disease on the island. 

But chief technical officer in the Ministry of Agriculture Colin Bully said 

a survey had shown that only the southern part of the island was clearly af- 


fected. [Text] [Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 18 Jul 86 p 15] 
/9274 
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MEXICO 


AFRICAN BEE CONTROL STRATEGY TO INVOLVE HYBRIDIZATION 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 14 Jun 86 STATES section pp 1, 4 


[Excerpt] Tuxpan, Veracruz, 13 June--Ome of the leading measures that the bee- 
keepers in the northern part of the state will adopt to counter the possible 
honey losses from the imminent penetration by the African bee is to have the 
latter interbred with European queen bees and to procure a new species that 
will be productive and not destructive. 


The head of the Beekeepers Association of this town, Lecpoldo Priante Vidal, 
made the foregoing claim, declaring: "At the beginning of next vear we shall 
be facing this problem, and if it is not surmounted, we shall fail to receive 
$1.2 million, which is the value of the honey exports to Germany and France.” 


He noted: “The African bee could strike 80 percent of the production, but there 
is optimism in the sector for succeeding, provided European queen bees are 
brought in.” 


In the event that the damage occurred here, there would be damage amounting to 
an average of 40,000 crates providing 1,200 tons of honey per year; and, 
therefore, the beexeepers of the “Huasteca Veracruzana™ [the Veracruz portion 
of the Huasteca, which is an area roughly described by the states of Veracruz 
and San Luis Potosi] are cooperating with government agencies to more clearly 
determine the measures involving the insect in the national territory. 


Priante Vidal explained: “The key to combat the species is through the use of 
queen bees, a method implemented by Venezuelan beekeepers with positive results; 
and, although their honey production declined 50 percent this year, they are 
managing to export the product.” 


2909 
CSO: 5400/2075 
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NIGER 


LOCUST THREAT, PREVENTIVE CAMPAIGN OUTLINED BY OFFICIAL 
Niamey LE SAHEL DIMANCHE in French 1 Jun 86 pp 6, 7 


[Interview with Mr Ismale Mouddour, director of the National Office of Plant 
Protection, by Kailow Youssouf; date and place not given. |] 


[Text] [LE SAHEL DIMANCHE] After the drought, another calamity is threaten- 
ing Africa: an invasion of desert locusts which are readying to sweep down 
on thousands of hectares of crops in West Africa and East Africa. Where do 
these locusts come from? What does the situation look like for our country? 


[Ismael Mouddour] First, the distinction must be made between locusts and 
sauteriaux [grasshoppers]. Although both types of insects belong to the 
Acrididae family, we differentiate between them according to ability to 
travel great distances. 


Sauteriaux are Acrididae that do not readily gather in swarms. Desert locusts 
are migratory Acrididae that we divide into four species: the African migra- 

tory locusts or locusta migratoria migratoroides, the red locust or nomadacris 
septemfasciata, the Moroccan locust or diociostaurus maroccanus and the desert 
locust or schistocerga gregaria. 


Our country could be threatened by two of them in particular: the African 
migratory locust or locusta migratoria migratoroides and the desert locust or 
schistocerga gregaria. 


Desert locusts know no boundaries. Often the area of swarm formation, that 

is the area in which they develop or multiply, is different from the area they 
invade. Small groups may set out from India, Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Ethi- 
opia, Sudan, Somalia, Chad, Niger, Mali, Senegal. In Niger, the swarm forma- 
tion zone for these locusts is the air region. As long as desert locusts are 
isolated, they are not capable of traveling in numbers. But, given the 

right conditions (green areas along their routes), they will assemble and 

form swarms. There is great danger when a swarm does form because it is 
practically impossible to apply countermeasures. (In a time of widespread 
invasion, the swarms can invade some 60 countries lying in the invasion zone 
which covers 30 million sq km. A swarm travels at a speed of 1.5 to 15 km 

per hour. The swarms cover distances from several kilometers to more than 

100 km in a day and up to 3,500 km in a month.) 
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[Question] What are the methods of combatting these migratory lorusts? 


[Answer] These locusts are dealt with in a preventive manner. Swarm forma- 
tion zones must be kept under close and constant watch to prevent formation 
and thereby nip the problem in the bud. 


In view of the magnitude of the problem with these two types of locusts, inter- 
national organizations were created to combat them: the OICMA (International 
African Migratory Locust Organization) located in Bamako and the OCLALAV 

(Joint Anti-Locust and Anti-Aviarian Organization) located in Dakar. 


[Question] But these organizations are practically defunct? 


[Answer] The OICMA was in fact dissolved, following the meeting of its board 
of directors in Bamako, in view of enormous financial problems. But the 
OCLALAV exists even though it is currently encountering enormous operational 
problems mostly due to the non-payment of dues by its member-nations. These 
organizations are indispensable because one nation alone cannot combat this 
scourge. Thus, OCLALAV sees to detection and treatment in the fight against 
desert locusts. 


[Question] But OCLALAV is no longer operational? 


[Answer] Here in Niger, OCLALAV exists and performs detection work at Zinder, 
albeit with very modest means. But this division's agents intervene to de- 
stroy the first larvae. 


Nonetheless, OCLALAV has serious problems. And our concern is to revitalize 
it by providing it with the necessary means. 


[Question] By doing what, in concrete terms? 


[Answer] An effort is being made at the national level to provide OCLALAV the 
means to carry out detection work. International aid must also support the 
organization. e awareness of the international community has been raised by 
the ICDCS [Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel], 
the FAO and by our country for the support of OCLALAV for this season in the 
preventive fight against the desert locust. 


[Question] What has been done to combat grasshoppers? 


[Answer] The fight against grasshoppere is the responsibility of *'= sational 
agencies for plant protection. The FAO's appeal to the interna: .onal commun- 
ity primarily applies to the fight against grasshoppers. Thus, it is a mat- 
ter of strengthening the capacity of the national agencies to take action. 


As of last year, some countries that had large infestations of grasshoppers 
appealed for international aid. The national agencies in those countries 
took action but a residual population remained and laid eggs in the stones 
under attack. With the first rains of the year, the eggs will hatch and the 
grasshoppers will first attack seedlings. 
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It is because of the level of grasshopper infestation last year in some coun- 
tries of the Sahel, the laying and hatching of larvae while seedlings are 

still young--a very critical time--that the ICDCS and the FAO called the atten- 
tion of the international community. 


fQuestion] Has the international community responded yet? 


[Answer] There was a meeting at the FAO in Rome initiated jointly by the 
ICDCS and the FAO. it is a question of explaining to the donors the matnitude 
of the grasshopper threats to the Sahel. Some countries have already re- 
sponded. 


[Question] In these circumstances, would «= bregional cooperation not be de- 
sirable--to rely on one's own strengths * - 


[Answer] Coordination has already begua u.-.. ICDCS concerning the gen- 
eral problem of plant protection. A common prog.am Of plant protection for 
tne Sahel has been drawn up. This is a common combative strategy that in- 
cludes all aspects: research, integrated efforts, training, traditional 
method, legislation, the quarantine problem, plant inspection. The common 
strategy was adopted and amended at the last summit of ICDCS chiefs of state 
in Dakar. 


[Question] How is Niger preparing to combat grasshoppers? 


iAnswer] In each department we have distributed chemicals and treatment de- 
vices. In conjunction, a training program for farmers was held and an aware- 
ness campaign for village task forces was undertaken at the village level. 


Thus, as of the month of April, we insisted that each department step up sur- 
veillance of critical areas. The traditional areas of infestation form a 
strip from the north of Tillabery to the north of Filingue, Tahoua, Dakoro, 
Tanout, Aguie, N'Guigmi. 


[Question] What are the means ay nand? 


[Answer] There already exists a certain availability of chemicals in each 
department. But we have added to equipment by sending 100 portable motorized 
machines to all the departments of Niamey, 50 to Dosso, 125 to Tahoua, 100 to 
Maradi, 50 to Zinder, 25 to Diffa and 25 to Agadez. As for battery-powered 
machines, Niamey received 50, Dosso 60, Tahoua 50, Maradi 30, Zinger 40, 
Diffa 15, and Agadez 10. 


For all departments combined, we supplied 73,500 metric tons of chemicals in 
powder form and 3,400 liters of liquid chemicals, thus augmenting their exist- 
supplies. 


In addition to distriputions of chemicals and equipment, there was a training 
program for village task forces. In several villages, farmers were trained 
in the techniques of combatting the enemies of their crops. They are taught 


to use the treatment equipment and the chemicals, to recognize the insects 





and to provide early warning: 499 crop protection task forces made up of a 
total of 3,283 farmers across the country were trained this year. The canm- 
paign will be successful particularly with the help of notification of the 
first signs of larvae formation. This is why we highly stress that farmers 
effectively participate in the notification and treatment operations. If the 
attack is a very broad one exceeding the means of the arrondissement and the 
department, we will intervene at the national level, using airplanes. 


[Question] There are traditional methods as well? 


[Answer] With regard to grasshoppers, these methods do not have a great inm- 
pact perhaps. But the traditional “Kornaka method" is very effective on rats, 
for example. 


Incidentally, we are somewhat worried about the jerboas, that is to say rats 
that have been observed in the departments of Tahoua, Maradi and Zinder. We 
have recommended the Kornaka method against these rats which are particularly 
harmful to dry seedlings. 


[Question] Are the means at hand sufficient to check any attack by grass- 
hoppers? 


[Answer] If we have to take action against a widespread attack, we will have 
to augment our ground treatment means above all. We must be able to provide 
enough insec -icide to all of the task forces. 


[Question] To conclude, how do you forsee this season? Are you optimistic or 
pessimistic in view of all the threats confronting the countries of the Sahel? 


[Answer] The threats are real. The grasshopper situation may get out of hand 
this season. 


As for locusts, there have already been attacks in East Africa and in South 
Afric« a. 


The threats therefore exist and it all depends on the course the season will 
take. If conditions are favorable to the insects’ development, it is certain 
we will be confronted with risks. Faced with this situation, we have taken 
steps primarily in the direction of raising awareness concerning early warning 
and of supplying chemicals. We believe we will receive more insecticide, par- 
ticularly at the international level. We hope that international aid will 
arrive in time, between now and June at the latest. We will conduct awareness 
campaigns by radio with broadcasts on the grasshopper problem because combat- 
ting them requires the participation of all. 


We intend to establish--for the first time--a committee to monitor and coor- 

dinate the crop protection situation across the entire country. This commit- 
tee will see to the gathering of information and will make regular visits to 

the different departments so as to be well informed on the status of the out- 
breaks. 


12413 
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SEYCHELLES 


BRIEFS 


LOCUST ALERT IN VICTORIA--Victoria--Agriculture and health official yester- 
day raised a locust alert in Victoria after it was established that an un- 
known number of the pests may have arrived in the country, this week, aboard 
a cargo ship from Djibouti. Stevedores working aboard the ship “Ville de 
Strasbourg" recognized a few lecusts from a programme shown or Seychelles 
television the week before and set about killing any that they came across. 
An environmental health official has said it was not known how many of the 
locusts might have made it ashore. He called on the public to kill any 
locusts they may see. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 
1l Jul 86 p 6] /9274 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


LOCUSTS EXPECTED IN REEF 


Johannesburg THE STAR in English 22 Jul 86 p 8 
[Article by Hannes deWet] 
{Text } 

Mr Venter 


Locust-combating officials are bracing themselves 
for the worst locust outbreak in years this spring 

It could be much worse than the plague earlier this 
year, Say experts 

Even the Reef could be the scene of dark locust 
swarms eating everything in their path, said Mr Isak 
Venter, deputy director for soil protection at the De- 
partement of Agricultural Economics and Marketing 


BLOWN BY WIND 


An indication ef what was to come. Mr Venter 
said, was the fact that there were at present several 
locust swarms in the country despite the cold 

They were concertrated in the Western and North- 
Western Transvaal, the Free State and the Northern 
{ ape 

These said 


locusts were coming from Botswana 


{9274 
CSO; 


5400/162 


“They are coming from an easterly direction over 
Ellisras, Thabazimbi and Zeerust. The locusts’ move- 
ments depend entirely on wind direction, which 
means that we could also get swarms on the Reef” 


Mr Venter said he was in Botswana about two 
weeks ago and saw several swarms at the hopper 
stage 


They are evidently moving across our border as 

soon as they reach the flying stage ” 
The numbers of the locusts would increase dramat- 

ically once spring arrived 

Millions of eggs laid within our borders earlier 
this year will hatch and we could have the largest 
outbreak in years in our hands 

We are preparing ourselves for the worst and are 
equipping ourselves with spraying pumps and locust 
poison,” Mr Venter said 


78 





UNITED KINGDOM 


"PLONEERING’ EXPERIMENT TO CONTROL FOREST PEST DELAYED 


Edinburgh THE SCOTSMAN in English 30 Jun 86 p 7 


[Article by Brian Pendraigh] 


[Text] 


Plans to make Scotland the 
setting for a e 
mest with «a enetically 
enginecred virus f tbe 
bave been delayed. 


The expefimest, which is 
aimed at improving pest coo- 


E 


earliest and probably will not 
take place antil next year. 

It was scheduled to begin 
about now but the laboratory 
tests at Oxford's Institute of 


The vires bas been sprayed 
on the pine beauty moth cater- 
pillars im the past. The insti- 
tute wants to “improve” the 


virus so that it will kill the 
caterpillars quicker and there- 


_ reduce the damage they 


The moth lived om Scots pine 
for years without cavsing 
problems bet in 1976 it was 
responiible for the destrection 
of 401,000 newly introdeced 
lodgepole pines in Setheriand, 
(be worst destruction by any 
‘orest pest in Britain. 

Since then the Fores?-, 
Commission has bed a con’ .ant 


battle with the caterpillars 
over their lod diet. They 
caused major again 
last year. 
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VIETNAM 


NOTICE ISSUED ON RICE PESTS, ERADICATION MEASURES 
OW200936 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 19 Jul 86 


[Text] According to a notice from the Vegetation Protection Department, the 
summer-fall and l10th-month rice crops in various provinces are being ravaged 
by paddy borers, rice thrips, brown plant hoppers, white rice leaf hoppers, 
rice bugs, rice hispa, and rice army worms. In particular, paddy borers have 
damaged about 150,000 hectares of summer-fall and early 10th-month rice crops. 
Nghe Tinh and Binh Tri Thien Provinces have sustained the most serious damage. 
In central Vietnam's coastal provinces, the number of rice fields ravaged by 
insects has reached 10 percent. The average density is from 15-20 insects 

pes square meter, whereas the highest density is 40. 


Leaf folders have ravaged about 20,000 hectares of tillering summer-fall rice 
plants in Long An, An Giang, Hau Giang, Tien Giang, and Dong Thap provinces. 
Brown plant hoppers and white rice leaf hoppers are currently developing in 
vast areas in the southern provinces. 


The northern provinces are currently eradicating rice hispa, stem borers, 
and brown planthoppers, which have ravaged rice seelings, and are striving 
to prevent these insects from spreading to the nearly 10th-month rice crop. 


According to the Vegetation Protection Department's forecast, butterflies 
coming from stem borers will develop uniformly by mid-August and will cause 
silver-leaf disease in summer-faill and early l10th-month rice crops in the 
northern provinces. Butterflies coming from paddy borers will appear uni- 
formly by the end of July and in early August and will cause silver-ieaf 
disease to the rice in boot or in the ear during this period. 


In the Mekong Delta provinces rice case worns will develop and ravage rice 
crops broadly, especially the early summer-fall rice, in areas where intensive 
cultivation is practiced. Moreover, brown plant hoppers, white rice leaf 
hoppers, nigrospora oryzae, and rice hispa will continue te develop and will 
cause some damage, 


To minimize the damge caused by rice pests during the LOth-month crop season 

and eradicate all sources of harmful insects, the northern provinces should 
concentrate on pruning the withered leaves of summer-fall and 10th-month rice 
plants that were transplanted before 5 July. Meanwhile, the southern provinces 
should spray insecticides to exterminate lead folders when they appear uniformly 
and strive to promptly detect pockets of brown plant hoppers and white rice 

leaf hoppers in order to eradicate them neatly and prevent them from epreading. 
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